Call for papers

Session at the European Association for Urban History Conference (EAUH)

Lisbon, 03-06 September 2014
Title: Sex and the City. Morality, law and sexual behaviour in the pre-modern city
Organizers: Peter Stabel, Anke De Meyer and Tineke Van de Walle (University of Antwerp, Centre for Urban History) 
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Historians are accustomed to think about medieval and early modern society as a hierarchical pyramid-shaped society, while in reality the population was scattered throughout different neighbourhoods in the city to which they partly rendered its reputation. In recent scholarship however the city, as well as the suburban areas, are often seen as a homogeneous space that is associated with paradoxical assessments. On the one hand cities are considered as ‘free havens’, where the anonymity allowed city-dwellers to live with fewer constraints concerning moral codes of conduct and less prominent family ties. Moreover, as the multiple and competitive levels of authority could not always be adjusted to each other, social control tended to become less strict. However, recent scholars, like Katherine Lynch and Gervase Rosser, have firmly taken an opposite position, stating that the many urban associations and social networks citizens belonged to also exerted regulatory and controlling functions for city dwellers. Furthermore, scholars have pointed at coercive processes as not only secular and ecclesiastical authorities but also many associations tried to put order to city life. The same paradoxical images return in scholarship concerning the suburbs. On the one hand this urban fringe is often denoted as a marginal region; on the other hand, the urban fringe was characterized by residences of the nobility and other wealthy townsmen. 

Still, it remains largely unclear how social behaviour, in this case sexual behaviour was regulated in different parts of the city and in the suburban regions and to what extent the spatial organization of cities were important for this regulation. Furthermore the discrepancy between regulation and daily practice has too often been overlooked. Therefore, this session will try to investigate the relationship between sexual behaviour (in normative sources and other juridical sources displaying daily experiences) and the use of the urban and the suburban space. The proposed papers should therefore preferably center around one of the following topics: 

· The accepted sexual standard by different competing juridical authorities and their relation to social control 

· The range of different sexual standards according to different groups present in the city and/or suburbs (from settled bourgeois to prostitutes)  
·  The spatial dimension of social control and its connection to the topography of wealth

· Self-regulatory mechanisms in the city: e. g. the use of honour by kin, neighbours, members of craft guilds… e.a. in order to keep fellow citizens in line. 
Practical details
Paper proposals can be submitted from May 15th 2013 on the website of the EAUH-conference: http://www.eauh2014.fcsh.unl.pt/index.php?conference=conference&schedConf=eauh2014
