
 

Pirenne 150: 
Perception, reflection, historiography 

 
An international workshop 

Budapest, November 15–16, 2012 
 

Convenor: Balázs Nagy 

 

 

15 November 2012 

  

Venue: Central European University, Nádor utca 9–13., Gellner Room 

 

15:30–15:40 Welcome address 

László Kontler, Pro-Rector, Central European University, 

Introduction, Balázs Nagy 

 

Session I Late Antiquity – Early Middle Ages: the Pirenne-thesis and its aftermaths  

 

Moderator Volker Menze (Budapest) 

 

15:40–16:30 Keynote lecture 

Richard Hodges (Rome) 

Charlemagne minus Mohammed  

 

16:30–16.45 Coffee break 

 

16:45–17:15 József Laszlovszky (Budapest) 

Charlemagne and Mohammed seen from East Central Europe  

 

17:15–17:45 Tivadar Vida (Budapest) 

Mediterrane Kontakte des Karpatenbeckens in der Spätantike. Archäologische 

Angaben 

 

17:45–18:15 Marianne Sághy (Budapest) 

Your money and your faith: Changing Attitudes to wealth from late Antiquity to the 

early Middle Ages  

 

18:15–18:45 Irene Barbiera (Budapest / Padova) 

Being a soldier: The archaeology of warriors during and after the Roman Empire 

 



 

 

 

 

16 November 2012 

 

Venue:  Eötvös Loránd University, Faculty of Humanites, Múzeum krt. 4/a., Room 039, 

Council-room 

 

9:30–9:40 Welcome address 

Tamás Dezső, Dean, Faculty of Humanities, Eötvös Loránd University 

 

Session II Current reflections on Pirenne’s concept of urban history 

 

Moderator Gábor Czoch (Budapest) 

 

9:40–10:30: Keynote lecture 

Marc Boone (Gent) 

Pirenne as an urban historian, a relecture of his ‘Les anciennes democraties des Pays-

Bas’ in the context of today’s urban history 

 

10:30–10:45: Coffee break 

 

10:45–11:15: Katalin Szende (Budapest) 

Medieval Cities in Central Europe: Their Origins and the Revival of Trade? 

 

11:15–11:45: Veronika Novák (Budapest) 

Narrated, negotiated, reconstructed: urban space in medieval history 

 

11:45–12:15: István Petrovics (Szeged) 

Pirenne, Roman Rule and the Emergence of Towns in the Middle-Danube Basin 

 

12:15–12:45 László Gálffy (Budapest / Szeged) 

Structures locales et des établissements ecclésiastiques dans la conception d'Henri 

Pirenne concernant la reprise urbaine aux Xe-XIIe siècles 

 

12:45–13:45 Lunch break 

 

  



Session III Historiographical approaches to Pirenne 

 

Moderator Gábor Klaniczay (Budapest) 

 

13:45–14:15 Sarah Keymeulen (Gent) 

The Pirenne Phenomenon (1862-1935). A Historian between Compromise and 

Contestation 

 

14:15–14:45 István Draskóczy (Budapest) 

  Henri Pirenne et les historiens hongrois, 1900 - 1950 

 

14:45–15:15: Balázs Nagy (Budapest) 

The reception of Pirenne’s work 

 

15:30–15:45 Summary, closing remarks 

 

The workshop is co-organised and sponsored by the Department of Medieval and Early Modern 

European History of Eötvös Loránd University, the Department of Medieval Studies of Central 

European University, the Center for Eastern Mediterranean Studies of CEU and the Flemish 

Representation in Hungary. 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


